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Asshurbanapal was devoted to the collection of
books, and equally interested in their production.
He took pains that his deeds and his wars, his
buildings and his very thoughts and hopes, should
be carefully written down. No inscriptions of any
previous reign are so beautifully written as his.
None are so smooth in their phrases, so glowing
in their pictures, so sweeping in their style. But
the care as to form was carried so far as to obscure
at times the sense, and one wishes for the bald
directness of the older monuments. Furthermore,
to our present great discomfiture, the inscriptions
are not written in annalistic form, with the events
of every year carefully blocked out by themselves.
We are therefore often at a loss to determine ex-
actly in what year an important event took place.
The events are set forth in campaigns, and as the
campaigns are not coterminous with the years, it
is impossible accurately to date events. To add
to the difficulty the Babylonian Chronicle does not
help us any longer with its brief notes of events
and their exact location in time.1 The only dates
of his reign which have come down to us beyond
all doubt are, first, the very central event of the
reign, the result of the inevitable conflict with hm
brother, and, secondly, the date of his death* We
are therefore deprived of any guide to the chro-
nology of the events, and ure compelled to view
them all as Asshurbanapal has arranged them for

J The Babylonian Chronicle vnds at the very beginning of Anshurbaua*
pal's reign, with a notice of the campaign in JKarbit,mentioned below.